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Goals of Salt Watch

• To raise awareness in the general public 
about the connection between salt and stream 
health

• To identify chloride hot spots in freshwater

• To advocate for smarter application of road 
salt by sharing results with private landowners 
and local and state agencies



to permanently pollute 5 
gallons of water

It only takes 
1 teaspoon of salt 
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Shovel

Scatter

Sweep

Clear walkways before snow turns to ice.

A 12 oz mug holds enough salt to treat a 
20-foot driveway or 10 sidewalk squares.

Sweep up excess salt and reuse it!





Salt Watch Kit
Includes:

• 4 Hach 30-600ppm chloride test strips

• Sample testing instructions

• Conversion chart

• Data uploading instructions



Salt Watch Partners



2018-2024 National

27% Samples "Excellent" (between 0-30ppm)

41% Samples "Fair" (between 30-100ppm)

19% Samples "Poor" (between 100-230ppm)

13% Samples "Toxic" (230+ppm)

21,584 Data Points



2023-2024 National

23% Samples "Excellent" (between 0-30ppm)

50% Samples "Fair" (between 30-100ppm)

17% Samples "Poor" (between 100-230ppm)

10% Samples "Toxic" (230+ppm)

6,648 Data Points



Clean Water Hub
• National water quality database
• Publicly accessible
• Created with usability in mind

⚬ Data is meant to be easy to access, 
understand, and share

• Color-coded, interactive maps

www.CleanWaterHub.org



Government 
Agencies

• Shared with US EPA annually
• Available to government 

agencies and water quality 
organizations to...
⚬ identify areas in need of 

further study, restoration
⚬ track impact of BMPs
⚬ track progress of restoration

IWLA Clean Water 
Team

• Annual report
• Updates to volunteers
• Outreach to media sources

Clean Water 
Advocates

• Letters to the editor
• Contacting local representatives
• Educating community members

Data Use



ActionData



Farmers Market Tabling

Virtual Webinars

Business Outreach

Regional Outreach Workgroup







Fact Sheets Flyers Advocacy 

Guide

Spanish 

Resources

Template 

Letters

Resources



Faith-based 

Communities

IWLA Chapters Event Toolkits

Toolkits



Paint the Plow



Tabling Events Hiking Events

MONTGOMERY COUNTY
SMART SALT 

APPLICATOR TRAINING
This training will help management-level property managers, salt 
applicators, business owners, and municipalities improve salt 
application effectiveness & reduce chloride pollution while keeping 

roads, parking lots, and sidewalks safe. Participating organizations 
have been able to reduce their salt use by 30 to 70% - helping to 
prevent damage to our infrastructure and threats to our drinking 

water and local freshwater ecosystems.

Thanks to funding from the
Montgomery County DEP and the
Chesapeake Bay Trust, the course
is FREE for all participants.
Spots are limited, so register
soon!

Visit www.saltwatchmoco.org or 

email SaltWatch@iwla.org

To Register:

Thursday October 
3 9 am - 2 pm 
Virtual or In-Person

Trainings

Outreach



Facebook: SaveOurStreamsIWLA
Instagram: @saveourstreams



Read the Salt Watch Final Report: 
iwla.org/saltwatch2024

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fiwla.org%2Fsaltwatch2024&data=05%7C02%7Cahileman%40iwla.org%7C793a05b48039483a61d708dca72496c6%7Cdc8701a53f294aa58f0287d8297af3ce%7C0%7C0%7C638569022818910429%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0NybMDGdJL6rZjFMeDQgT6go8OSQx2rgZiQsAAL3fDM%3D&reserved=0


Visit: 
www.saltwatch.org

Email: 
saltwatch@iwla.org
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